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US$18.5 Billion And Counting.  Will Finally Muslim Leaders Tell Israel That It Must Pay 
For Destruction Of Gaza? 
 
An Important Moment For Recep Tayyip Erdogan, President Of The Republic Of Turkiye 
(2014- ), Who Is The Most Vocal Head Of Government Leading The Global Muslim 
Community About Decisions By The Government Of The State Of Israel Impacting The 
Residents Of Gaza. 
 
What Will It Take For Egypt, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, United Arab Emirates To 
Stand Together And Pledge Not One Pound, Dinar, Rial, Riyal, Lira, Durham Until 
Government Of The State Of Israel Uses Its US$200 Billion In Foreign Reserves To Repair 
First What The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) Chose To Destroy? 
 
United States Taxpayers Should Not Contribute One Dollar.  Period. 
 

• 11/5/23- Why Israel, $522 Billion GDP- World’s 29th Largest; $23.6 Billion Defense 
Budget- World’s 11th Largest; $200 Billion Foreign Reserves- World’s 18th Largest; Needs 
$14.3 Billion From U.S. Taxpayers?  

 
 
World Bank 
Washington DC 
2 April 2024 
 
Damages to Physical Structures Estimated at $18.5 billion as of end January 
 
WASHINGTON, April 2, 2024 – The cost of damage to critical infrastructure in Gaza is estimated 
at around $18.5 billion according to a new report released today by the World Bank and the United 
Nations, with financial support of the European Union. That is equivalent to 97% of the combined 
GDP of the West Bank and Gaza in 2022. 
 
The Interim Damage Assessment report used remote data collection sources to measure damage 
to physical infrastructure in critical sectors incurred between October 2023 and end of January 
2024. The report finds that damage to structures affects every sector of the economy. Housing 
accounts for 72% of the costs. Public service infrastructure such as water, health and education 
account for 19%, and damages to commercial and industrial buildings account for 9%. For several 
sectors, the rate of damage appears to be leveling off as few assets remain intact. An estimated 26 
million tons of debris and rubble have been left in the wake of the destruction, an amount that is 
estimated to take years to remove. 
 
The report also looks at the impact on the people of Gaza. More than half the population of Gaza 
is on the brink of famine and the entire population is experiencing acute food insecurity and 
malnutrition. Over a million people are without homes and 75% of the population is displaced. 
Catastrophic cumulative impacts on physical and mental health have hit women, children, the 
elderly, and persons with disabilities the hardest, with the youngest children anticipated to be 
facing life-long consequences to their development. 
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With 84% of health facilities damaged or destroyed, and a lack of electricity and water to operate 
remaining facilities, the population has minimal access to health care, medicine, or life-saving 
treatments. The water and sanitation system has nearly collapsed, delivering less than 5% of its 
previous output, with people dependent on limited water rations for survival. The education system 
has collapsed, with 100% of children out of school. 
 
The report also points to the impact on power networks as well as solar generated systems and the 
almost total power blackout since the first week of the conflict. With 92% of primary roads 
destroyed or damaged and the communications infrastructure seriously impaired, the delivery of 
basic humanitarian aid to people has become very difficult. 
 
The Interim Damage Assessment Note identifies key actions for early recovery efforts, starting 
with an increase in humanitarian assistance, food aid and food production; the provision of shelter 
and rapid, cost-effective, and scalable housing solutions for displaced people; and the resumption 
of essential services. 
  
About the Gaza Interim Damage Assessment Report 
The Gaza Interim Damage Assessment report draws on remote data collection sources and 
analytics to provide a preliminary estimate of damages to physical structures in Gaza from the 
conflict in accordance with the Rapid Damage & Needs Assessment (RDNA) methodology. 
RDNAs follow a globally recognized methodology that has been applied in multiple post-disaster 
and post-conflict settings. A comprehensive RDNA that assesses economic and social losses, as 
well as financing needs for recovery and reconstruction, will be completed as soon as the situation 
allows. The cost of damages, losses and needs estimated through a comprehensive RDNA is 
expected to be significantly higher than that of an Interim Damage Assessment. 
 
LINK TO COMPLETE 32-PAGE REPORT IN PDF FORMAT 

LINKS To Related Analyses  

3/16/24- No Surprise Biden Administration Has Problem With Muslims When International Day 
to Combat Islamophobia Statement Mentions “Islamophobia” Six Times And Mentions 
“Antisemitism” Three Times 
 
3/11/24- It’s Possible Biden Administration Approved 1,000 Personnel, Naval Vessels, Floating 
Pier, 1,800 Foot Causeway From Virginia To Gaza- 6,000 Miles, Without Anyone Asking Cost To 
Taxpayers?   
 
3/10/24- So, President Biden, 30,000 Palestinians Dead Did Not Cross Your Red Line, But 60,000 
Palestinians Dead Will Cross Your Red Line? Your Version Of Jeopardy’s Daily Double? What Is 
Wrong With You?   
 
3/3/24- “Dumbo Drop” Illustrative Of Another Moment When President Biden Embarrassed, 
Humiliated By Prime Minister Netanyahu. Is Success One MRE For 1.65% Of 2.3 Million 
Residents Of Gaza When Likely Less?   
 
2/23/24- Netanyahu In World’s Most Appalling Display Of Chutzpah. World’s Biggest Cojones. 
Defining Disgusting. OPM For Gaza Reconstruction- Does He Want Commission (Schmear) 
Too.    
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1/25/24 - CNN Zakaria’s First Instinct? Don’t Hold Israel Responsible For Destruction In Gaza 
During Interview With Saudi Arabia Foreign Minister. Focused On Where Money Is Rather Than 
Where Responsibility Lies   
 
1/5/24- Israel’s Day-After Gaza Plan Is Compilation Of Garfield, Gekko, Felt, And 
Yiddish. “Other People’s Money” “Greed Is Good” “Follow The Money” “Chutzpah” And Gazans 
Are On Vacation, Not Displaced   
 
12/31/23-Questions About Gaza Reconstruction Submitted Office Of The Prime Minister, 
Ministry Of Defense, And Ministry Of Foreign Affairs In Israel. Only MFA Responded, But Does 
Not Want To Discuss It.  
 
12/30/23- Mistake For UN To Appoint “Humanitarian and Reconstruction Coordinator for 
Gaza”  Should Have Separated To Force “Reconstruction” Discussion Now. Role For Turkiye. 
Israel Looks At Russia Example   
 
12/15/23- The White House Believes It “honest brokers of this process here” Regarding “prospect 
of a Gaza” Do Muslim-Led Nations Think The Same Given U.S. Support Thus Far For Israel’s 
Destruction Of Gaza?   
 
12/14/23- Biden’s Use Of “indiscriminate bombing” To Describe Israel IDF Actions Results In 
Painful-To-Watch Verbal Gymnastics By Spokespersons At The White House And Department Of 
State. They Won’t Support Him   
 
12/3/23- Based Upon 9/11 Awards, Israel May Owe $97 Billion? Biden’s Equality Problem: Jews 
Retain Jewish Lawyers To Sue Jewish State And Hamas. Palestinians Retain Jewish Lawyers To 
Sue Jewish State And Hamas   
 
11/27/23- Turkiye President Erdogan During Visit To Egypt Is Ideal Messenger To Israel: Muslim 
Countries Will Not Provide Funds To Rebuild In Gaza What The IDF Has Destroyed. Israel Must 
Pay First.   
 
11/24/23- For Leading U.S. Brand, One Moment, One Image For The World To See Reinforces 
For Muslims U.S. Connectivity With Palestinian Deaths. A 12.3 Metric Ton Grave Digger. Will 
There Be A Boycott?     
 
11/13/23- Shocked! Biden Administration Refrains Saying Israel Should Pay For Gaza 
Destruction. “[C]onversations with partners in the region about that very question” But Not 
Naming Israel And Its $200 Billion.   
 
11/5/23- Why Israel, $522 Billion GDP- World’s 29th Largest; $23.6 Billion Defense Budget- 
World’s 11th Largest; $200 Billion Foreign Reserves- World’s 18th Largest; Needs $14.3 Billion 
From U.S. Taxpayers?   
 
11/2/23- U.S. Department Of State Won’t Even Begin An Official Discussion To Determine If An 
Official Discussion Is Warranted… To Evaluate, Not Even Investigate, If Israel Has Committed 
War Crimes In Gaza   
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